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Notes on a Tuscan Paradise
La Foce, a mansion that was once a 15thcentury pilgrims' hostel, is at the heart of Incontri in Terra di Siena, a chamber music
festival

June 19, 2014 7:37 p.m. ET

FROM WHERE I SIT in the shade on a broad Italian terrace, the view stretches over
squares of primped box hedges and the checkered patchwork of harvested fields to the
hazy peak of Monte Amiata. I can hear the sound of a cello being tuned, a little burst of
Mozart.

The Mozart—and the view—come with the mansion. La Foce, 60 miles south of Siena in
Tuscany, is at the heart of Incontri in Terra di Siena, a chamber music festival that fills
the area's tiny churches, piazzas and even a castle with the sounds of Bach, Mozart and
Schubert every July.

The house, once a 15th-century pilgrims'
hostel, was bought in 1924 by Antonio
Origo, an Italian nobleman from Florence
who, with his Anglo-American wife Iris,
created a thriving agricultural community
with 57 farms. They also helped build a
school for local children, a cottage hospital
and a social club for workers. During
World War II, the couple continued their
humanitarian endeavors, sheltering
children evacuated from the various war
zones and soldiers escaping from the
Germans. But after the conflict ended,
most of what they had achieved eventually
fell into disrepair.

"My grandparents were getting old and
unable to stem the tide as the little farms
were abandoned again," says Antonio
Lysy, a professor of cello at the University
of California, Los Angeles and artistic
director of the festival. "It started to look

ugly, decayed and neglected, so we decided to start the festival the year before
grandmother died in 1988. In a way it is a similar idea to hers—trying to revitalize the
area using culture."

Since that first festival, many of the neglected farmhouses have been restored and made
available as holiday homes. Wreathed in vines and honeysuckle, they combine rugged
rural charm with sophisticated trappings. Many have pools and tennis courts, with
inspiring views over the valley. Accommodation ranges from the B&B Palazzolo (from
€120; lafoce.com ) to the Villa Sassaia, with its seven bedrooms ranged around an old
barn converted into a summer room (price upon request; bellinitravel.com ).

La Foce La Foce

“ We decided to start the festival the year before grandmother
died in 1988. In a way it is a similar idea to hers—trying to
revitalize the area using culture. ”

What's This?Popular Now

ARTICLES
The Dutch Secret to
Success: Field
Hockey

     

1

Apple Preps
Smartwatch
Designs

     

2

Extremists
Occupy Hussein's
Chemical Weapons
Facility

     

3

Decline in iPhone
Theft Points to 'Kill
Switch'

4

By RICHARD  HOLLEDGE

Email   Print   0 Comments        

rMenu

News, Quotes, Companies, Videos SEARCH

https://id.wsj.com/access/50f5723cbd7fb2d2f6629af4/latest/login_standalone.html?url=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticles%2Fnotes-on-a-tuscan-paradise-1403221033
https://www.wsjeuropesubs.com/000HA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuletAwWkU5WvIuXDiQbqqoCwDdKvopYDAAAQASDCgtISUNvMsoECYJXCoIKwB8gBAuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBLYBT9CLlVczd9XGzsxfG95QWuh6yG7IDFGUz8P9a2aBCQuYk0GgW1vR5o9TJ-w4Rw9ZYHA4Z7OJokytERgdXw1a-HMIzkIH4H7We_PQssJTe6q4SNWj7t-wkNH6TWqOEkEROvT03rPK_z7SYCM5jBrZXLa2YFh5shCMNvmdah-zFe5kb89nqg4MBYkTLXapU_nzs3h1b5VShFGzhNHtTW4h-yf_Z8Dhe_J00DzxPZ2wiAssr2Un5nTgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_0VWAg-H5ZEyOHD5iZ1RnX0mKCidQ&client=ca-pub-0466582109566532&adurl=http://www.wsjeuropesubs.com/000H6icons
http://online.wsj.com/worldcup?mod=worldcup2014_banner
http://online.wsj.com/worldcup?mod=worldcup2014_banner
http://online.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/life-style-arts.html
http://online.wsj.com/worldcup?mod=worldcup2014_banner
http://online.wsj.com/worldcup?mod=worldcup2014_banner
http://online.wsj.com/worldcup?mod=worldcup2014_banner
http://twitter.com/@wsjsports
http://online.wsj.com/public/search?article-doc-type=%7BOff+Duty+Travel%7D&HEADER_TEXT=off+duty+travel
http://lafoce.com/
http://www.bellinitravel.com/
http://online.wsj.com/articles/the-dutch-secret-to-soccer-success-field-hockey-1403045877?mod=trending_now_1
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/reader-comments.html?baseDocId=SB10001424052702303384304579630452223586162&headline=The%20Dutch%20Secret%20to%20Success%3A%20Field%20Hockey
http://online.wsj.com/articles/apple-plans-multiple-designs-for-smartwatch-1403245062?mod=trending_now_2
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/reader-comments.html?baseDocId=SB10001424052702303850204579635503787223572&headline=Apple%20Preps%20Smartwatch%20Designs
http://online.wsj.com/articles/sunni-extremists-in-iraq-occupy-saddams-chemical-weapons-facility-1403190600?mod=trending_now_3
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/reader-comments.html?baseDocId=SB10001424052702303850204579634233467338714&headline=Extremists%20Occupy%20Hussein%27s%20Chemical%20Weapons%20Facility
http://online.wsj.com/articles/decline-in-theft-of-apple-iphones-points-to-kill-switch-1403217173?mod=trending_now_4
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/reader-comments.html?baseDocId=SB10001424052702304587704579587523595967100&headline=Notes%20on%20a%20Tuscan%20Paradise


6/20/2014 Notes on a Tuscan Paradise - WSJ

http://online.wsj.com/articles/notes-on-a-tuscan-paradise-1403221033 2/3

WSJ In-Depth

If you're lucky enough to stay during the festival, which takes place this year July 19-28 (
itslafoce.org ), you'll be in a prime location. Stroll down to the courtyard for the opening
night with the Soqquadro Italiano singers giving a concert of Italian music spanning from
the 16th century to the 1960s. Or walk from the Palazzolo to the flower-decked courtyard
of the Castelluccio, an abandoned castle on the hill above La Foce, for a concert in the
place that helped inspire the festival. "One day I brought my cello here and I played some
Bach," recalls Mr. Lysy. "The acoustics were perfect. Wow, I thought, maybe we could
start a festival here to help bring people back."

And increasingly, people are coming back. This year, there are 10 concerts held in 10
separate venues around La Foce and, in what is a recognition of the festival's growing
prestige, British conductor John Eliot Gardiner will give a talk based on his recent book
"Music in the Castle of heaven: A Portrait of Johann Sebastian Bach." Meanwhile,
Russian violinist Maxim Vengerov will conduct Switzerland's International Menuhin
Music Academy and an ensemble of young Arab and Jewish musicians from Nazareth
and Jaffa will play together in the restored 19th-century Teatro degli Avvaloranti in Città
della Pieve on July 23.
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